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Unfol'tunately, you did not nnSHel' my questions wi th iir't,~

degree of clari ty.·. Therefore. kindly permit me to present::
the phone patch questions ina different manner. HopefullY~
the following is .succinct and wi th enough clari ty for ;'yoti
and your legal department to provide me wi th direct' 'aTici
correct answers. The questions are as follows:

a) Where in part 97 'of the amateur radio service rules and
regulations does it define "phone patching"? I would
appreciate it if you would provide me with the FCC's legal
definition of the term "phone patching". Please be specific,
with your answer.

My interpretation is when "'an amateur has connected his
common carrier telephone to his amateur station equipment to
provide tl,le publi~ the ability to tallt: ,over domestic, and
international common catTier netHorks without incurring long
distance or internationat tolls. Is my interpretation
correct? Please be speci fic wi th your anSlolcr. '

b) Where does it define in part 97 of the ama leur" 'radio
service rules and regulations the circumstances under' 'which
one may use a phone patch on the amateur radio service,?: '1'f
there is no infoi;-mation on this. h.indl.Y explain all t.he
c i rcums tances under 'olhich one may use a phone pa tch on
amateur radio. For example. can one use a .phone patch to
avoid payment of tolls and or to use it for transmittal of
toll free calls for the public. etc.? Please be specific.
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c) Where does it state in part 97 of the amateur radio
service rules and regulations that all alllaL(~lJr' opcr-utor call

use ama teur radio to bypass the domes t ic and· in Lernational
common carrier telecommunications facilitie~, namely the
telephone sys telll and h i,gh seas ilia rille COlllllllln ica t ions
services, for the purpose of avoiding the payment of tolls
such as is being currently done dail"y on 21.390 mhz, 14.300
mhz, 14.313 111hz and nUlllerous other radio amateur
frequencies? Are not these act,ion~~ il\(',l;al~' II' so, Hhat
enforcement measures have been implemented Lo correct them?
If the acti ons are legal, please explain why. Please be
specific.

d) Where does it state in part 97 of the· ulIlHteur radio
service rules and regulations that an amateur rhdio operator
can use his or hers radio as an al ternate to the qommon
carrier, maritime,' land mobile, or any other authori.~ed
radio service, such as is being done dally on 21. 390 "lllH:z,

,·;'1
14.300 mhz, 14.313 mhz and numerous other radio amateur
frequencies? Are not these actions illegal? If they,\;~.J.'k,
what enforcement measures have been imp] emented 1.0 corrpet
them? I f these actions are legal, please explain ~':,'kby;
Please be specific. ; \. '"s··'·;
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f) '~here does itsta te in part 97 0 f the ama teur" ~~d io
service rules and regulations tha t an ama teur ope ra'tor ' or
amateur network may act as a domestic and international
common carrier, providing toll free telephone-anel high'seas
marine radio service to the public by soliciting their'
"non-tariffed" commercial telephone services through
broadcasting on amateur radio frequencies, as is currently
being done daily on 21.390 mhz, 1,\.300 mhz, 14.313 mhz nnd
on numerous other amateur I'ndio frequ 0 llcics? All nnyone has
to do i stu Il 0. ill' tot II c s err (~q \ \(" l(' i (':-; :III d 1 i s I.<~ 1\ 1. 0 \I)(~ N(~ t
Control Stat.ioll asl{ing any sL\tjoll list;:;lin(~, 01' nny

chec\{-ins to run "2 h'ny, to 11 f,'c(', shot,\. hauJ, l()n~ haul
telepho!1p p:l.t.ch int.o a paT,tic111nJ" sLat'> and cit.\" '\I'e nol.
these act.ions i\leg:d? If I.h,' :Il"', \;hal. "Ilf"(JI'Cf'[lIYIIL

meaSlll'CS hav(~ bee!1 imp!eI\H'!1I"fl t" C(ll'(·"('!. L!I('l1l':' I r thcs(~

actions 'lee legal, plcase (~xplaill \;h.\'. 1'1(?a~;0 \", <"~l)('eif'i<:,

e) '\There does it state in part 97 of the amateur radio
service rules and regulations that an amateur radio operator
can use his or hers radio in conjunction with phone\patching~

to transmit comfuunications to facilitate the b~siness and Q~
commercial affairs of any party, such as is being dorie~dail~

on 21.390 mhz, 14.300 mhz, 14.313 mhz and numerous';'-other
radio amateur frequencies. i am quite sure that the FCC is
cognizant of the fact that many special interest g~oups and
religious organizations are using amateur radio frequenci,es
for facilitating theit business affairs on a daily basis.
Are not these actions l illegal? I f they are ,: what
enforcement measures have been implemented to correct 'them?
If these actions are legal, please explain why. Please
specific.
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g) \\Ihy is the FCC (and the AIWL) conLillullIg to aid alld abet
phone patch neb·wrl,s and other special interest ~roups who
are using amateur radio as H telephone bypass. or nlternative
to the cornman carrier, mari time, land mobile , or allY other
authorized radio service, as such is being dOlle on 21.390
mhz, 14.300 mhZ, 14.313 mhz and on numerous allier" amateur
radio frequencies? This is contrary to FCC ,17 C.F.n. 97;
specifically 97.113, 97.115, 97.117 alld Article 32 of th-e
International Radio Fegulations of Hhich the FCC and the
ARRL Official Observer Program has the respomd bi 1 i ty of
enforcing. Are no t these fie Lions i 1 J e~al ? I f the~', are,
what enforcement measures have been implemented to correct
them? I f these actions are le~al, please: explain why.
Please be specific.,

H, '\I
h) Do the international country third party traffic
agreements (TIAS documents e.g. TIAS 3617 & 5483) !\sta'~e
that it is permissible to use amateur radio phone pat,ehing
as an al ternate to a countries common carrier, mariit:i'Jh~~;

land mobile, or any other authorized radio servicer sti6~ ~s
is occurring daily on 21.390 mhz, 14.300 mhz, 14.313 mhzahd
on numerous other radio amateur frequencies? I f not,. why
isn't the FCC enforcing these international third party
agreements? If these actions are legal, please explain why.
Please be specific. '

i) Do·'·the~domestic and inte,rnational common carriers'''allow ·F

amateur radio operators and phone patch networks to use
their facilities (amateur phone patches interconndcted wit~
the phone company equipment) for the purpose o~ offering the
general public, 2 way: toll free calls on a global basis
through the bypassing of ~he common carrier long distance
facilities, such as is being on 21.390, 14.300, 14.313 and
many other amateur radio frequencies? If not, what
enforcement measures are being taken by the FCC to stop
these practices? If these actions are legal, please ~xpl~jn

why. Please be specific.

j) l<lhy is the FCC not enforcing 97.113,97.115 and 97.117?
Anyone Hho listens in to the phone pa tch net\"Tot"!,s on 21.390,
14.300, 14.313 and other numerous amateur freqlJ(~lIcies can
hear amateurs, reI ig ious organ iza t ions and spec i aJ in teres t
groups us ing ama teur radio as an a 1 tc rna t i vc to the common
carrier, maritime, land mobile, and ot.h(~r authorizpd radio
serv ices on a domes t ic nnd in te rna L i (lila I bas is no t to
mention the C()I!l'lH~J'cial husirH'ss <lrrair'~-; II,' Lnr,: ('(lnd\If,:\,~d!

AI' e not the S e ac t ionsill p !~ a I ? I r til C' Y are, I: II alLega 1
meaSUl'CS have 1>p('n implpl!lpnl('d t.o ('OJ'J'('et t.hel!l? If' t.h(~~~,~

actions a,",' legal, p),'Hse ";o:pl;1in \:h~·. 1'1,·;\~;,· br· . J"'('i rj(~.
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Kindly refer to Hr. R. f'tcNnumra Chi(~r, Special Services
Division· letter of October 11, 19B~} (File 7Z:lO-.J) before
answering the above mentioned questions. This .Letter ShOHS
that the FCC is wi thout a doubt very much fH·;are of the phone
patching situation. Pleagc tahe specinl note of paragraph G
of this letter - The statements, and I am quotin,t$, !'II'. Hober:t
McNamara's OH'n '<lords "Considering the nbove limitations, it
is not apparent why 'there should be any significant amount
of third party communications trnnsmi tted in Ulf~ amateur
service. I t appears, however , that as much as' 15 percen t. of
the 20 meter band is being claimed for such communic~tions

by some amateur operators and by organizations apparently
organized specifically to utilize the amateur service for
third party telephony communications." .~

.\\
I Hould appreciate it if you Hould answer each of theaboye
mentioned questions individually; s Larting wi th "o..~:j:y:.nhd
ending wi th .. j" • And please Hr. SlIIi th, leavc the. \LItl,IC

Vietnam and Gulf wars out of this issue. The aforement!toned
were most adequately serviced by the Hili tary -Affiliate
Radio System (NARS) and other uuthorized communicatioris
systems. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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